for Vern Yadon May 1970 from ®melie f“lkinton
“hen T left the Cugtom House there was smong the record$ there a small bound book with

copied of letters sent from the Custom House in the 1850s. It is entitled Custon
House letbr Book. It con¥&ifi the copies of correspondence went to verious officizlis,etc
regarding Customs matters and also the Lighthouse.

On November 17th,1855 Charles H. Johnson, Inspector of Customs for the Dist of ionterey

wrote to the Hon James Guthrie, Sec. of the Treasury informing the Secretary that

lggac B.Wall Collector of Custom for the District had been zsssinsted on the morning of
the 9th inst, etc. - and then Johnson stayed on in NMonterey wcting as Acting Depuuty
Collector until a new appointuent could be made.

On Nov. 29th 1855 he wrote a letter to Thornton A.Jenkins, Sec. of the Light House Board
Peas. Dept, liash, D.C.- stating ‘

"l is my painful duty to inform you, that Chs.Layton, principal “eeper of the Light

at Point Pinos died on the 19th Inst. from wounds received whilst“actineas one of a
Sheriff's posse, in an attempt to arrest the supposed murderers of tssec B.Wall, the late
Collector of this Dist. By this dispensation of pro¥idence, his widow, Charlotte A.
Layton & four children have been left entirely destitute. I authorized her to continue
at the post occupied by her late husband, & she is now discharging ald the duties of
principal keeper of the Lights at Point Pinos.

¥] take much pleasure in reccommending her for the place of prineipsl Keeper: she is s

person eminently quaiified for the position: she is industrious and besrs an unblemished
reputstion.

"The friends of Mrs bayton hape address the enclosed memorial to the Hon. Secretary of the

Treasury earnestly requesting her appointment.

"Your will have the goodngss to present the memorial to the Hon. Secretsry of the Treasury
and urge the confirmstion of the appointmenty " S T B

In 1966 the Monterey “istory and art Associetion received from Mrs Ha zel Burr Sorley

the original copy of the notification to Mrs Charlotte A. “ai}gn of her appointment

as "keep of the Lighthouse at Point Pinos, Californiz the duties of which office you

widl perform until further notice, at a salary of one thousand dollars per annum, taking
the plsce of Charles bayton, deceased.".. the original was signed by the Sec. of Treesury

This notification came as & gift from the grandaughter of Mrs. bayton, sand Mrs Sorley

in her own letter wrote that her grandmother came to Monterey in Janucry 1847 making the
trip on the shipé "ERIE", ©She was a native of Beaufort, N.C. “he came with her first
husband, Charles H."ayton, ordnance sergeant third regiment, U.S. artillexy Mrg. Yerley
also wréte that Charlotte Layton Harris died Dec 14th, 1890 in Monterey. “he had three sor
and one daughter, Caroline Layton Burr, my mother". Mrs. Sorley, the granddaughter of
the Layton's was living in Honoluly in 1966, age 75.

In the Monterey Sentinel newspaper of November 24,1855 I found the notice of the death

of Charles “ayton—stating he died of hig wounds on the 19th..age about 38..in Monterey sir
1847, came on ship that brought lst Amerlcan troops. Sefgt .of Co. F. 3rd U.S. Artillery
under Capt. then Lieut E.0.C.0Ord, made O;pance sergeant which he filled until his
enlistment expired. In 1854 appointed Keeper of Point Pinog lighthouse, native of Banbury,
Ogfordshire, England. /




In the Pioda family scrpabook I found a number of srticles written by E.Le¥Williams who

was a local officisl in Monterey in the 1850s, a partner with Boston(his cousin) in what is
now called the Casa de Oro, etc. The news articles were unfortunztdy not dated when clipped-
but were I know written for both Santa Cruz and Salinss papers in tile later 1800s.

In one article Williams mentions se Charles Layton was YUrnance Serg of Co. F. 3rd Artillery

& honorably discharged in 1848 at Monterey when hi§ term of enlistment expired. He had

. . YT A s 1 . . .
gserved in the British Army. “e was lighthouse keeper st the time of his death..wounded in
body sbove hip,inflemstion Cceused his death 10 days later., etc.

About 20 years ago when I interviewed Millie Birks she told me about Cherlotte Layton Harrie
whom she remembered as a friend of her own aunt¥. She said a widow, “rs Laytén,whose lst
husbend had been killed, married George Harris. Harris & Wise had a sal@on in the old
Bull snd Bear Pit. Mr and Mre ®arris lived on Tyler street. They had no children of their

own. ©he had two song by her lst husband and a daughter, Carried, who married a “r Burr.
She believed the gons died in their 4Os but s.e did not know much about them,

Yf course you know that Bancroft liste Layton zs Ord.Serg. Yo.F. 3rd “rtillery, native of
Englend, had served British Army; in the mines 49-62; later lighthouse keeper Point Pinos
hig widow, nee Charlotte Wade, & married in 43, was in 78 wife of Geo.C.Harris at S.F. where
& daughter Mrs Amos Burr slso lived. One son was a sailor & another lived in N.South Wales.

B peroft was quoting information received from John Swan.
=]

In the first assessment book of Monterey County in the County Court House, Salinus, I found
the Sergt Layton was assessed for 1 lot barkin St 100 feet by 100, 1 log House on same,

1 lot Spence St 12 y x 50, and another lot on Spence 127 x 50- and bayton signed this list
on August 3,1850. I found this from the originalr list prepared by jartnell-the originals
are ®n Bancrfot library 35:B, pt 2, pzge 488 Vallejo documends. The summery is in the County
lst book, in Salinzs. . - S e s

After *asyton died, in 1856, the county assessment records show that Mrs Layton was
assessed for 1 lot on the west side of Cass 60x42, near the old brick kiln-Walued at 40.00

In the Curtis and Conover Day Bocks owned by the Monterey History and Art Assocddtion I

found that Mrs. C. bayton has an account at their store from &t least Aug 1,1859 to
arch 29,1860. I also found in another book of the store that Charles Layton hed had
Zn sccount starting Msy 31,1853. It was smsll, but he pald by cash nearly each month.
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